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What a difference this year’s missions conference will be compared to last year! Chris
Clayman, one of our speakers from last year, shares in his book Superplan, that as a
missionary, it’'s not just about the message he teaches, but the message he lives. While serving
in Mali, he willingly changed his lifestyle from a “walled-off apartment” located in the city into a
rural village with less comfort, safety, and privacy. Physically relocating somewhere may not be
in any of our plans, especially now, but I'm reminded of the challenge Pastor Rick has given us
to be a “Beyond Walls Church.” Jesus left his throne to live God’s message as he healed the

sick, had compassion for the poor, and as he walked and ate with people others didn’t want to



associate with. Clayman reminds us that Christ’s light in us isn’t only for our benefit but it's also

“a message to others” and that means no longer being walled-off and going beyond.

This year, we’ve been thrown out of our comfort zone as the patterns of our lives were
quickly disrupted. The normalcies of each week between church, school/work, leisurely times,
and community are now limited to the confinements of our homes and social distancing. The
expectations of our summer vacations and ministry opportunities remolded into something
different. In many ways, we’ve also experienced less comfort, safety, and privacy. Yet in the
midst of inconvenient unwanted changes and much uncertainty, our message remains constant

and true as Christ-followers. God is in control. He is working. He is faithful and sovereign.

While we may not all teach God’s message, we are to live it out as Jesus did. And that
so many Christ-followers around the world do today. This is not a calling only for those in
missions or ministry. This is not limited to the educated and eloquent adults, but for all Christ-
followers of all ages and backgrounds. We can easily get into the mindset of focusing our
missional living to 1-2 weeks a year in some less familiar place, but we were reminded last year
that there are plenty of unreached people next door. Yes, our interactions are limited at the

moment but our reach of influence is greater than we may realize.

First and foremost, we live out God’s message and shine Christ’s light in our homes.
With COVID, | understand the many challenges that come from sharing this extended time in
limited spaces with our family. Experiencing a lack of privacy is probably an understatement!
Whether our families know Christ or not, we need to remain alert in not letting His light flicker
because we will always be tempted to put ourselves first before others. As New Yorkers, no
matter what hiccups COVID threw our way, we probably quickly became busy again if not busier

than before. Our busyness often pulls us away from being present in our homes. Speaking from



experience, supporting and loving our families when busy can feel like an inconvenience. But
this is our first mission field beyond the walls of our church building. Are we living out God’s

message?

Another socially distant mission field we have is right at our fingertips, thanks to our very smart
phones. With technology, | struggle to see past the dangers of being exposed to so much
unfiltered information and opinions. But these last 5 months reminded me of the good that can
be done. We can live out God’s message through facetiming with loved ones, sharing photos
and songs, sending a quick “I'm-thinking-of-you-meal” despite however many miles or hours are
in between. Whether we like it or not, our social media lives have quickly become a very public
platform. The things we engage in, posts we like, and information we share show a glimpse of
the things that take up space in our hearts and minds. So what message are we living beyond
the walls of our homes and church building? Is it a message of God’s truth, His hope, His

sovereignty, and His love? Or are we living another message?

We've hit some dark times this last year, collectively and also on personal levels. We
can be sure more dark times will be had in our lifetime, but let us remember Christ’s light that
dwells in us. 2 Corinthians 4:6 reminds us that light shines out of darkness! Christ’s light in our
life may flicker here and there, but may it remain lit, both for ourselves and for others to see. In
our hardships and in our helplessness, we are reminded that “the surpassing power belongs to
God and not to us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). So don’t lose heart, sisters and brothers, our Lord works

in ways beyond our walls and what we think is possible.



